Glassy cell carcinoma of the cervix: a literature review.
Glassy cell carcinoma (GCC) is a histologically aggressive subtype of cervical cancer with rapid growth and early metastases. The prognosis for patients with GCC is poor. This article reviews the literature pertinent to the epidemiology, cytology, pathology, immunohistochemistry, treatment and prognosis of GCC. MEDLINE (PubMed) was searched for all articles or abstracts on patients diagnosed with GCC published (in English) since the original definition by Glucksmann and Cherry, Cancer 1956;9:971. Accurate diagnosis of GCC enables implementation of the correct treatment strategy. Early-stage GCC should be treated with hysterectomy and pelvic lymph node dissection, with adjuvant radiochemotherapy if at least one intermediate or high risk factor for cervical cancer is present. Advanced GCC should be treated with neoadjuvant radiochemotherapy or chemotherapy with the aim of making the disease operable. There is a need for retrospective evaluation of GCC treatment from several centres to explore knowledge about this rare entity. Future studies should explore the role of targeted therapies and the most efficient chemotherapy regimen for the management of GCC.